


PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
2469 Hammertown Road 

September 26, 1997 

Linda Christenson 
602 Sunset Road 
Saint Marys, PA 15857-3438 

DearLinda, 

Narvon, PA 17555 

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Hoary Redpoll you saw in Saint Marys 
on 28 January 1996 to P.O.R.C. After careful review, we regret that we are unable to accept this 
record. The committee was concerned that because of the high degree of variability in redpoll 
plumages, the documentation submitted lacked adequate detail regarding the description of the 
undertail coverts, the color of the breast and shape of bill all important field marks in separating 
Hoary and Common Redpoll (Czaplak 1995). Because of the overlap in some plumage 
characteristics between the two redpoll species, the committee prefers to err on the side of caution 
regarding this report. 

This of course, does not mean the bird was not a Hoary Redpoll, merely, that the 
record is not beyond reasonable doubt for acceptance 

We hope that this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any 
rare birds you find in the future. Please be encouraged to send as much detail as possible when 
submitting a report. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Pulcinella 
Chairman 

Record# 887-01-1996 
Reference: Czaplak, D. 1995. Identifying Common and Hoary Redpolls in Winter. 

Birding 27:447-457 





I Record No.:887-01-1996 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni) 

Date of Sighting: 28 January 1996 to 29 January 1996 
Location: ST MARYS 

County: ELK 
Observer(s): Linda Chistensen 

Date of Submission: 1996 
Submitted by: Linda Chistensen 
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 
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